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EM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6523 

INEO DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE WASHDC 

USCINCSO QUARRY HEIGHTS CZ 

CONEIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 1063 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, PINS 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EMS PURCHASE 

1 . THE RECENTLY NAMED GOCR MINISTER OE PUBLIC SECURITY 
IN PRESIDENT-ELECT ODUBER'S ADMINISTRATION HAS INDICATED 
TO EMBASSY OFEICIALS HIS DESIRE TO PURCHASE APPROXIMATELY 
THREE COASTAL PATROL LAUNCHES AND TWO HELICOPTERS OR TWO 
LIGHT AIRCRAET. EQUIPMENT IS INTENDED EOR PATROLLING 
EXTENSIVE SEACOASTS IN AN ATTEMPT TO CONTROL SMUGGLING 
PROBLEMS OP CONTRABAND AND NARCOTICS. MINISTER EXPRESSED 
INTEREST IN TRYING TO HAVE VEHICLES AVAILABLE PRIOR TO 

OR SHORTLY AFTER INAUGURATION ON 8 MAY 1974. 

2. DESIRED LAUNCHES WOULD BE 40-60 LOOT, 15 KNOTS, NO 
REQUIREMENT EOR ARMAMENT MOUNTS HEAVIER THAN .30 CALIBER 
MACHINE GUN. PREPERABLE HELICOPTERS WOULD BE FAIRCHILD 
HILLER 1100, SINGLE ENGINE, 4 PASSENGER. OTHER LIGHT 
OBSERVATION HELICOPTERS WOULD BE SUITABLE ALTERNATIVE. 
AIRCRAET PREPERENCE IS CESSNA 185. 

3. WHILE THE MINISTER IS WELL AWARE OF THE DEMISE OP 
MAP FOR COSTA RICA HE IS INTERESTED IN EXPLORING AN 
EMS CASH PURCHASE (PROBABLY SIMILAR TO THE P-51 SALE 
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HE ALSO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN THE POSSIBILITY OE 
OBTAINING THE EQUIPMENT THROUGH A THIRD COUNTRY "BRIDGE", 
SPECIEICALLY ISRAEL AS THE EXAMPLE. BY THIS HE APPA- 
RENTLY MEANT TO OBTAIN EQUIPMENT ONCE PROVIDED TO A 
THIRD COUNTRY THROUGH GRANT AID BUT NOW EXCESS TO 
OPERATIONAL NEEDS AND STILL IN GOOD CONDITION. 

4. WOULD APPRECIATE INEORMATION ON AVAILABILITY OF 
EXCESS DEEENSE EQUIPMENT OR MATERIAL THROUGH OTHER 
CHANNELS AS BASIS EOR OUR RESPONSE. EMBASSY WOULD LIKE 
TO BE AS RESPONSIVE AS POSSIBLE TO THIS QUERY. 

LANE 



CONEIDENTIAL 
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